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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze the ability of junior high school students to read the Qur'an based on their learning environment. Using a descriptive qualitative approach, data were collected through observation, in-depth interviews, and documentation of 10 seventh-grade students, Islamic Education teachers, the Deputy Head of Student Affairs, and the Principal. The results of the study indicate that the absence of programs to encourage Quran reading at school, limited time for religious education, and a lack of support and guidance from parents are the main factors contributing to students' low ability to read the Quran. Additionally, limited facilities such as the availability of Quran manuscripts at home and an unsupportive social environment further exacerbate the situation. These findings emphasize the importance of collaboration between schools, families, and communities in fostering sustainable Quran reading habits, through the implementation of special programs at schools, increased parental involvement, and the provision of adequate learning facilities. With collective efforts, it is hoped that students' Quran reading skills will develop optimally and support character development and the quality of religious education at junior high schools.

Keywords: Qur’anic Reading Skills, Junior High School Students, Causal Factors, Reading Habits, Learning Environment



	[image: ]
	Copyright © 2025 The Author(s)
This is an open-access article under the CC BY-SA license.



[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Hlk200901587][bookmark: _Hlk200901663]The ability to read the Qur'an is a fundamental skill that every student must possess in Islamic religious education. Previous studies such as those by Fitriani et al. (2024), Harta  (2020), Hartati et al. (2016), Lutfi et al. (2024), and Nurkholifah (2024) have proven that this skill is one of the most important aspects of religious education. In addition to being a source of teachings and guidelines for Muslims, the Qur'an also plays a major role in shaping the character and morals of students (Kusmita et al., 2024; Mansur (2024), Astuti & Abdullah, 2024: Lutfi et al., 2024). Therefore, mastering the art of reading the Qur'an properly and tartil is a key requirement that must be mastered from an early age so that students are able to understand and practice Islamic teachings correctly (Ihsanuddin et al., 2024; Nasution, 2024; Oktafera & Nasution, 2025; Wahdarohmah & Abdullah, 2024). This ability is not limited to technical aspects such as reading letters and tajwid, but also includes understanding the meaning and appreciating the values contained therein (Saputra & Subki, 2024; Nurhalizah et al., 2023; Hanafi et al., 2024; Saleh, 2025; Hartati, 2017).
Learning to read the Qur'an has become an integral part of the Islamic education curriculum at various school levels in Indonesia. This is reinforced by the implementation of Qur'an reading lessons at the junior high school level, as reflected in study Kartika & Alfurqan  (2022) and Rizqi et al. (2024). Junior high schools have a responsibility to equip their students with adequate Quran reading skills. However, based on the results of observation and learning evaluation, there are still indications that most junior high school students have difficulty mastering Quran reading skills optimally. This condition is a serious concern given the importance of these skills in supporting the quality of religious education and character building of students.
The lack of ability to read the Qur'an among students can have a negative impact not only on their academic performance in religious studies but also on their motivation and interest in further studying the Qur'an. Previous studies such as those by Khoirurrizki & Bustam (2023), Munawaroh et al. (2023), and Japeri et al. (2023) indicate that this issue can indeed reduce students' enthusiasm for learning in religious education. Various factors are thought to be the main causes, such as teaching methods that lack variety and interest, limited learning facilities, teachers' inadequate competence in teaching the Qur'an, and minimal support from families and schools (Febrian et al., 2025; Putra et al., 2024; Rahma et al., 2025; Rizki et al., 2022; Sastraatmadja et al., 2024). This situation requires in-depth analysis so that appropriate and effective solutions can be found (Ansyah et al., 2025).
Research on the factors influencing students' ability to read the Qur'an has been extensively conducted, both at the elementary and secondary school levels. Studies conducted by Alif et al. (2021) and Mubi et al., (2024) emphasize the importance of innovative teaching methods, the role of competent teachers, and environmental support as key factors in improving the ability to read the Qur'an. However, there is still a lack of research specifically addressing the causes of low Qur'an reading ability in certain junior high schools, so this study is expected to fill that gap through more in-depth and contextual analysis.
This study has significant value both academically and practically. Academically, the findings of this study are expected to contribute to the development of Islamic education, particularly in the field of Quranic reading instruction. Practically, the research findings can serve as a basis for evaluation and improvement for teachers and school administrators in designing more effective teaching strategies, while also providing guidance for education policymakers to enhance the quality of religious education in junior high schools and other schools facing similar challenges.
Thus, this study aims to conduct a comprehensive analysis of junior high school students' ability to read the Qur'an, so that it can provide appropriate recommendations to improve the quality of Qur'anic education in these schools.

METHODS
	This study employs a qualitative approach with a descriptive research design to gain an in-depth understanding of the phenomena at junior high schools from November 2024 to May 2025. The research population consists of 13 individuals, including 10 seventh-grade students, one Islamic Education teacher, one Vice Principal for Student Affairs, and one School Principal, all selected through purposive sampling based on their key roles in the educational process. Data were collected using structured observation sheets to record students’ use of learning media and classroom behavior, in-depth interviews guided by open-ended questions exploring learning motivation, media use, and academic achievement, as well as documentation such as class schedules, attendance lists, academic records, and photographs of learning activities. The instruments used included observation sheets, interview guidelines, and documentation formats. Data analysis was conducted qualitatively following the Miles & Huberman (1994) model, which consists of data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing or verification, without the use of statistical methods or quantitative analysis software, given the interpretative nature of this research. Data validity was ensured through source and technique triangulation as recommended by Moleong (2017), while research ethics were maintained by obtaining official permission, ensuring participant confidentiality, and respecting privacy throughout the research process.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Results
Based on observations, there are no regular activities for reading the Qur'an at junior high schools. There are no morning recitation programs, tahsin classes, or scheduled Qur'an literacy activities before or after lessons. Students only read the Qur'an during Islamic Education lessons, and even then, the time is very limited, averaging only 15–20 minutes per session.
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Figure 1. Al-Qur'an reading activities 

From interviews with ten students, data was obtained showing that seven students rarely read the Qur'an outside of school. They admitted that they were not motivated to practice because there were no group activities at school and no study buddies at home. One student said, “I rarely read the Qur'an, except during religious studies lessons. At home, no one encourages me to read it, and my friends rarely do either.” Additionally, six students reported not receiving support from their parents. Some parents cannot read the Quran, while others are too busy working to ever ask or guide their children in reading it. One student said, “My parents can’t read the Quran, so I learn on my own. Sometimes I’m lazy because no one reminds me.”
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Figure 2. Interview with Students

Learning facilities are also an obstacle. Of the ten students, four do not have their own copies of the Qur'an at home. They can only read it at school or if they borrow it from a friend. Students who do not have a copy of the Qur'an tend to practice less frequently.
[image: ]     
Figure 3. The Qur'an Mushaf at school
	
The PAI teacher emphasized that the limited time allocated for religious studies meant that the process of teaching students to read the Qur'an could not be carried out to the fullest extent. The teacher said, “The time is very limited, especially since there is no special program for familiarization. Students only rely on PAI lessons, but that alone is not enough.”
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Figure 4. Interview with PAI teachers

The Deputy Principal and Principal acknowledged that the school does not yet have a program to encourage students to read the Qur'an due to time constraints, a lack of teaching staff, and a focus on other academic activities. They are aware that the absence of such a program has led to low student interest and ability. The Principal stated, “We do not yet have a specific program for the habit of reading the Qur’an. Our focus is still on academics. However, we recognize that such a program is necessary in the future.”
[image: ]	
Figure 6.
Interview with the principal

Overall, the results of the study indicate that the absence of activities to encourage reading the Qur'an at school has a direct impact on students' low motivation and ability to read the Qur'an. This condition is exacerbated by a lack of family support and limited facilities at home. These findings emphasize the need for joint efforts between schools and families to create better habits of reading the Qur'an among students.

Discussion
The results of this study indicate that the low ability to read the Qur'an among junior high school students is mainly due to a lack of internal motivation, insufficient family support, an unsupportive social environment, and limited learning facilities. These findings align with the theory of internal and external factors influencing the ability to read the Quran, where internal factors include motivation, interest, and students' psychological conditions, while external factors encompass family support, social environment, and learning facilities (Fathullah Faris et al., 2023; Abdullah et al., 2021; Muthmainah & Usman, 2022; Elvina et al., 2021; Munzir, 2023)
Learning motivation has been proven to be one of the key factors. Research by Kahfi et al. (2024) emphasizes that learning motivation does indeed have a significant effect on the ability to read the Qur'an, but its contribution is still low. Therefore, support from families and schools is essential so that students practice reading the Qur'an more often, thereby improving their mastery of tajwid and fluency in reading students with low motivation tend to practice infrequently and have poor reading skills. In addition to the above research, Tazkirah et al. (2025) In his research, he argues that teachers' competence in understanding and teaching tajwid does indeed have a significant influence on the quality of Al-Qur'an education, but its contribution is still limited without adequate support. Therefore, institutional support, structured training, and adequate learning resources are crucial for teachers to continuously improve their tajwid skills and teaching strategies, thereby enhancing students' mastery of tajwid and overall Quran reading ability. Teachers with limited competencies and support often face challenges in delivering effective tajwid instruction, which can hinder students' learning outcomes.
Family support is also an important factor. The results of this study found that most parents are unable to guide their children in reading the Qur'an, either due to limited abilities or time constraints. Research by Azwar (2024) and Hanafi & Pohan (2024) show that a supportive family environment, parental involvement, and a routine of reading the Quran together can significantly improve children's ability to read the Quran. Conversely, a lack of attention and guidance from the family has a negative impact on the development of students' ability to read the Quran.
The social environment also has a significant influence. Research by Gaya & Ahmad (2024) shows that Muslim youth who are in supportive environments, such as peers who share and practice Islamic values, tend to have a stronger sense of Islamic identity and are more resilient in the face of external pressures such as peer pressure, materialism, and Islamophobia. Conversely, those in less supportive environments may face greater challenges in maintaining their religious identity, which can lead to weakened beliefs or engagement in behaviors contrary to Islamic teachings. These findings emphasize that the social context plays a substantial role in shaping and maintaining the Islamic identity of Muslim youth, serving as a foundation that helps them navigate contemporary challenges
In addition, limitations in learning facilities, such as the absence of Al-Qur'an manuscripts at home, also pose obstacles, as found in this study. Nisa et al. (2021) emphasize the importance of adequate learning facilities to support the process of learning to read the Al-Qur'an at home and at school. This facility factor is further supported by findings from various other studies, such as those by Asmariyah et al. (2024), Hidayat et al. (2022) and Khotimah & Maslikhatun (2024), which indicate that students with easy access to the Quran tend to practice more frequently and master reading more quickly
From a learning strategy perspective, previous studies such as that by Ibnu et al. (2023) recommend the application of the talaqqi and tahsin methods, as well as the use of interactive digital media, as efforts to improve the quality of students' reading. However, this study found that special programs for practicing reading the Qur'an in schools are still very limited, so that students' learning time is very limited to religious education classes only. This contrasts with practices in schools or institutions, as observed in the study by Khotimah & Maslikhatun (2024), which states that the combination of cooperative learning and blended learning approaches not only equips students with the ability to understand the material but also enhances communication skills, interpersonal skills, problem-solving, critical analysis, and other skills needed by students. With the ease of technology, the limitations of classroom meetings can be overcome through blended learning.
Thus, the results of this study reinforce previous findings that motivation, family support, social environment, learning facilities, and innovative learning strategies are factors that greatly determine students' success in reading the Qur'an. Therefore, efforts to improve students' ability to read the Quran in junior high schools must be comprehensive, involving schools, families, and the surrounding community, and supported by appropriate habit-forming programs and adequate learning facilities.

CONCLUSION
Based on the results of the study, the ability to read the Qur'an among junior high school students is still relatively low. This condition is influenced by the absence of a regular program for practicing reading the Qur'an at school, limited time for religious education, lack of support and guidance from parents, low student motivation, limited access to Qur'an manuscripts at home, and an unsupportive social environment. These factors are interrelated and constitute the main obstacles to the development of Quran reading skills among junior high school students.
As a recommendation, schools are encouraged to initiate special programs that promote the habit of regularly reading the Quran, such as morning Quran recitation sessions or Quranic recitation classes, and provide training to teachers to enable them to apply more varied and engaging teaching methods. Parents are also encouraged to be more active in accompanying and motivating their children to read the Quran at home, at least by providing adequate time and facilities. Additionally, the community can play a role by creating a supportive social environment through joint religious activities.
This study has a number of limitations that need to be considered. One of them is that the study was only conducted in one junior high school, so the findings obtained cannot yet represent other schools with different characteristics. Additionally, this study did not involve parents as data sources, despite the significant role of families in supporting the process of Quran literacy. The aspect of community involvement was also not extensively explored in this study. Therefore, future research is recommended to develop and test various intervention programs, such as the use of digital media or the implementation of community-based learning models, to enhance students' Quran literacy. Furthermore, the scope of the research should be expanded to other schools with diverse backgrounds and characteristics to make the results more representative and generalizable. Future research is also expected to involve collaboration between schools, families, and communities, such as interviewing parents and community leaders, to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the factors influencing Qur'an literacy. Furthermore, exploring effective collaboration strategies between schools, families, and communities in creating a learning environment that supports the development of Quran literacy is also very important. By considering these limitations and recommendations, it is hoped that future research can provide a more comprehensive contribution to improving Quran literacy among secondary school students.
With synergy and sustained efforts from various parties, it is hoped that students' ability to read the Qur'an in junior high schools will improve, thereby supporting the development of character and the overall quality of Islamic religious education.
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